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August 11, 2024

Welcome
Prelude Near to the Heart of God and The Heart of Worship
Call to Worship Betty Bashaw, Lay Reader

Bless the Lord, this day and always.
Let us praise God's name together
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
Happy are those who trust in God.

*Gathering Song Always

My foes are many, they rise against me
But I will hold my ground
1 will not fear the war, | will not fear the storm
My help is on the way, my help is on the way

Oh, my God, He will not delay
My refuge and strength always
!/ will not fear, His promise is true
My God will come through always, always

Troubles surround me, chaos abounding
My soul will rest in You
I will not fear the war, | will not fear the storm
My help is on the way, my help is on the way

Oh, my God, He will not delay
My refuge and strength always
!/ will not fear, His promise is true
My God will come through always, always



*Call to Confession

*Prayer Of Confession

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your way. You offer the joy of your
Spirit, yet we waste away in sin and grief. You offer the life of your Word, yet we turn
away in doubt and despair. Forgive us, God of grace. By the power of your Spirit make us
more tender; living as your beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Declaration of Forgiveness

*Gloria Patri Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*Sharing the Peace of Christ

Scripture Psalm 130
1Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD.
2 Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my supplications!
3If you, O LorD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,
so that you may be revered.
> | wait for the LORD; my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
® my soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.
"0 Israel, hope in the LoRrD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.
81t is he who will redeem Israel
from all its iniquities.

Special Music Just a Little Talk with Jesus Men’s Trio



Scripture 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33

> The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the
young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the
commanders concerning Absalom.

®So the army went out into the field against Israel, and the battle was fought in the
forest of Ephraim. ’ The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and
the slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8 The battle spread
over the face of all the country, and the forest claimed more victims that day than the
sword.

9 Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule,
and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the
oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under
him went on.

1> And ten young men, Joab's armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him and
killed him.

31 Then the Cushite came, and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For
the LORD has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up
against you.” 32 The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?”
The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my lord the king and all who rise up to do
you harm be like that young man.”

33 The king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept, and
as he went he said, "O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would | had died
instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son/”

Message Weeping and "what ifs” Rev. Edward Dunn

*Responding Song There’s a Wideness in God'’s Mercy 435
There's a wideness in God's mercy,
like the wideness of the sea.
There's a kindness in God'’s justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven.

There is no place where earth’s failings



have such kindlly judgment given.

For the love of God is broader
than the measures of the mind.
And the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more faithful,
we would gladly trust God's Word,
and our lives reflect thanksgiving
for the goodness of our Lord.

Prayers of the People

Lord's Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Receiving our Offering

*Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below;
praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Sendling Song Help Us Accept Each Other 754

1 Help us accept each other
as Christ accepted us;
teach us as sister, brother,
each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us
and bring us to believe
we are ourselves accepted,
and meant to love and live.



2 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons,
as in our daily life

we struggle to be human

and search for hope and faith.

Teach us to care for people,

for all|, not just for some,

to love them as we find them,
or as they may become.

3 Let your acceptance change us,
so that we may be moved
in living situations
to do the truth in love;
to practice your acceptance
until we know by heart
the table of forgiveness,
and laughter’s healing art.

4 Lord, for today’s encounters
with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance,
for justice and for bread,
we need new eyes for seeing,
new handss for holding on:
renew us with your Spirit;
Lord, free us; make us one!

*Blessing

Postlude Episode on “Dunlap’s Creek”



